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 Chromosomes contain genetic information. A chromosome
is made up of proteins and a very long molecule of DNA
compressed up to 10'000 times. The chromosomes are held
within the cell’'s nucleus.

Except for the gametes, a human being carries 46
chromosomes in each of his cells, i.e. 23 given by the father
and 23 given by the mother.
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Gy protein that interacts with genes. It decides when a gene
is expressed or not, i.e. when the information contained in a
gene is used to produce proteins. Certain genes are
expressed under specific circumstances (infection...), others
only when the embryo is developing or in adulthood, for

example.
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® Proteins secreted by cells and which are necessary for
cellular growth (multiplication, specialisation...).
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